Minor histone 2A variants and ubiquinated forms in the native H2A:H2B dimer.
Histone octamers from calf thymus were separated into (H3:H4)2 tetramers and H2A:H2B dimers by chromatography through Sephadex G100. The tetramers and dimers were analyzed for variants, ubiquitin adducts, and proteolyzed forms. The minor histone variants H2A.X and H2A.Z were found to be associated with histone H2B as H2A.X:H2B and H2A.Z:H2B dimers, respectively. Ubiquitin adducts of the H2A's and H2B were also present in H2A:H2B dimers.